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card, credit card number, expiration date and amount of donation. LCIF’s fax number is 630-571-5735. 

• Mail LCIF a U.S. dollar check drawn on a U.S. financial institution. Make the check payable to LCIF and write “tsunami 
relief” in the memo field. Send the check to LCIF, 300 W. 22nd St., Oak Brook, IL 60523, USA, Attn.: Donor Services. 

• Make a direct deposit of local currency into an existing LCI account. Specify “LCIF tsunami relief” on the deposit slip and 
send a copy to LCIF via fax (630-571-5735). 

Do a direct wire transfer. For assistance with this option or the other donation options, contact Gerry Bara of LCIF Donor 
Services at gbara@lionsclubs.org or by phone at 630-571-5466, ext. 581. 

 Since this is a donation to a specific initiative, it is not eligible for Melvin Jones Fellowship recognition. The main purpose of 
the MJF program is to encourage and recognize Lions who donate unrestricted funds to LCIF to support all of the foundation's 
grant program and to provide for our annual funding.  Allowing MJF recognition for donations to a specific disaster could 
cause a sharp drop in unrestricted donations and impact LCIF’s ability to fund its many programs. 

 However, donations for tsunami relief are counted toward an individual’s and a club’s cumulative giving totals to LCIF, which 
help qualify an individual and club for various recognition programs. Also, the names of individuals and clubs that make signifi-
cant donations will be posted on a new Web site LCIF is creating on the disaster. All donors will be recognized in special re-
ports in the near future, 

 Note that LCIF is unable to accept offers of goods such as blankets, clothing or food. It is not logistically feasible for LCIF to 
process and transport such donations. 

 Why Donate to LCIF 

Lions who donate to other relief agencies or Lions districts that donate directly to another district affected by the tsunami 
are to be commended for their generosity. But donating to LCIF carries several important advantages.  

Donations to LCIF are a highly efficient and effective way to help people impacted by the tsunamis. Every donated dollar goes 
directly to relief efforts; LCIF’s administrative costs are paid for by interests on investments. 

The donations empower local Lions who are familiar with the needs of their community to meet the most critical needs of 
their community. There are 73,000 Lions on the ground in the hardest hit regions of India, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Indonesia 
who are able to come to the aid of those most in need. LCIF has a long history of disaster relief and filling in the gaps not cov-
ered by other relief agencies. 

LCIF’s grants are often matched by grants from other agencies. Thus donations made to LCIF are eventually leveraged by 
other grants, maximizing the power and reach of a single donation. 

LCIF takes a comprehensive, coordinated approach to disaster recovery, instead of piecemeal solutions. LCIF strategically 
plans long-term recovery efforts by working with committees of leading Lions and by working with government officials and 
other non-governmental organizations. Quite frequently, the government officials and non-profit leaders are Lions them-
selves, immeasurably increasing LCIF’s ability to move projects forward to a speedy completion. In Sri Lanka, for example, 
the Minister of Housing is a Lion, and the Lions there are actually working in coordination with the government to direct 
other aid agencies.  

 Accountability 

As a rule, LCIF does not send funding to local Lions districts without knowing precise needs and without assurance that the 
local Lions are avoiding duplication of efforts. Donors can rest assured also knowing there is strict oversight of grants: 

 All Emergency Grants are awarded solely on the basis of a detailed application from the affected district. A specific ac-
tion plan must be presented and must include which villages and how many people will be helped and what relief 
items will be purchased.  

 Districts provide final reports that must include documentation, receipts and bank account statements for the funds 
disbursed, along with photos of the relief effort and other details.  In South Asia, those final reports are audited and 
double-checked by LCIF’s office in Bombay. 

 LCIF has been awarding Emergency Grants in these countries for 30 years and has vast experience in ensuring proper 
coordination and accountability. 

 The local Lions who are spending the Emergency Grants also use their own funds and in many instances spend double 
or triple the amount that LCIF awarded them, which speaks to the care in which Lions use LCIF funds. 

 LCIF will continue to keep you updated through these bulletins. Also, in the near future, LCIF  will have a new Web site con-
taining the latest information on the tsunami disaster. Its address will be www.lions-tsunami.org.  

 More funds will be awarded by LCIF in the coming days as needs are assessed.  Your generosity is deeply appreciated and 
your continued support is desperately needed. 

Tsunami Update Continued: 


